Digital Dharma: The Path of Consciousnessin the Age of the Infosphere

An electronic web surrounds the planet. In the last decade communications networks
have advanced from wires to fiber optics, from interconnected radio and television grids
to aworld of billions of wirelessly communicating sensory devices — each with its own
address in cyberspace. Emerging from what French philosopher-priest Pierre Teilhard de
Chardin called the shared noosphere of collective human thought, invention and spiritual
seeking, the Infosphere — our collective systems for sharing thought, is now afield that
engulfs our physical, mental and etheric bodies; it affects our dreaming and our cultural
life. Our evolving nervous system has been extended, as media sage Marshal McLuhan
predicted in the early 1960's, into a globa embrace.

The electronic media amplify, distort and attenuate our senses,
change our awareness, and “mediate” our experiences. But from
amystical perspective, everything we have created in cyberspace
holds alesson for our spiritual unfolding. The Infosphereisthe
new environment through which humanity must now play out its
evolutionary challenges. If the universe itself, as many
philosophers tell us, isafield, not just of matter, but also of
information, then the Infosphere must hold in its microcosm all
levels of human experience: all knowledge, all our dramas of
politics and power, and all our dreams. This knowledgeis
encoded in our ubiquitous systems of telecommunications, and
yet becauseit is so omnipresent, to most of usit isstill invisible.

This multimediatalk introduces the hidden
esoteric teachings embedded in this electronic
environment, and suggests some ways to use the
wisdom embodied in the Infosphere to nurture
what | have called anew Digital Dharma —an
awareness practice that will help us recognize the
social and the spiritual lessons reflected to usin
the telecommunications networks that form the
global Infosphere, exploring the social and
spiritual challenges reflected in our cell phone
mania, our love/hate relationship with the foolish
heart of television, the impossibility of finding the
truth over the internet, and the challenge of deep-
seeing brought to us by high-definition digital
broadcasting and online virtual reality.
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